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versary for Stephen Sondheim  1:22
\ Promise 2:40
HOWARD HANSON Slumber Song 2:34

15. SCOTTIJOPLIN GladiolusRag 343
16. IRVING BERLIN Blue Skies (arr. Art Tatum)  3:23

17.  FLORENCE PRICE Fantasie Negre 7:09
18. AARON COPLAND Sentimental Melody 1:35
19. DUKE ELLINGTON Melancholia 3:01
20. ROY HARRIS 0
21. AR




American history, was still to come.

and places, expressing so

C carries you wherever you chase your dreams — across
e sea, over the river, down lonesome roads, even over the rainbow.
You can hear in this very American music, born of very American
dreams, a promise: that if we keep dreaming, maybe, someday, even our
wildest dream will come true.

—Lara Downes, March 2016



e my eyes and see the rolling green hills
at very Iover part of America, where I've been
unate to make so much music and such beloved friends.

adios - a defining,

urne from Lonesome Roads 2012
s twangy melody connects me with a trail of weary travelers across
time and place, crossing through Emigrant Gap, making their way
West out of the Dust Bowl, hitchhiking down Highway 5 with a guitar
on their backs and a dollar in their pockets... in this nation of wayfaring
strangers, the lonesome road is a familiar and iconic symbol.

7. Ernest Bloch: At Sea 1922
| play this in homage to all the long, hard voyage
seas in pursuit of Amerlcan dreams;b

through.e



— a poem about the infinite joy and promise of childhood: “I gave my
promise to the world, and the world followed me here.” David and | are

and American

arr. Art Tatum) 1926
wrote Blue Skies as a last-minute addition to one of his

any musicals. The show was short-lived and is long forgotten, but the
song was an instant hit, with the opening night audience demanding
24 encores. Soon afterwards, it became one of the very first musical
moments in a talking picture, when Al Jolson sang it in The Jazz Singer.
Tatum’s arrangement brings his own boundless imagination and inimi-
table musicality to a Great American Songbook classic.






¢ | dedicate this to all my ancestors, for their journeys to and through
ome straight America, their dreams attained and dreams deferred. And to my

children, for the promise they hold in their dreams.

—Lara Downes
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0 performance projects have
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Y enter for Cultural Innovation and American Public Media.
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lve projects, 7 I an =| lo S Lara’s solo recordings have met tremendous critical and popular
Sersyin‘exile to a centena te to Billie acclaim. Exiles’ Café (Steinway & Sons, 2013) topped the bestseller
2 3 riof obert ara Schumann to charts and was called “ravishing” by Fanfare magazine. Some Other
€ g look at the al breakthroughs of the American 20th Time (Steinway & Sons, 2014), a duo recording with cellist Zuill Baile

ury, all capturedwith timeless relevance and a deeply personal debuted in the Billboard Top 10 and was called "luscious, moe

style'that the Huffington Post has called "addicting - Downes plays with dreamy" by the The New York Times. Her recen
an open, honest heart." A Billie Holiday Songbook, has beer
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